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	Pembroke Wanderers Hockey Club

Junior Section
	


Parent/Guardian Code of Conduct

Parents/Guardians have the primary responsibility for the care and welfare of their children within sport.  Parents/Guardians should encourage their children to participate in the game of hockey for fun and enjoyment and should ensure that their child’s experience is a positive one.  Lessons learned by children in participation will shape values and attitudes in adult life.  They should always remember that children play hockey for their own enjoyment not that of the parents/guardians.  Parents/guardians have a duty to ensure that the context in which their child is participating is appropriate.

Pembroke Wanderers Hockey Club recognises the important role that Parents/Guardians have to play in their children’s participation in the game of hockey and in promoting good practice within the Junior Section, have developed Codes of Conduct for Players, Parents/Guardians and Coaches/Managers.  Parents/Guardians should remember that children learn best by example.

Parents are expected to:

· Provide positive support, care, and encouragement for their child participating in hockey by following this Parents’ Code of Conduct.

· Be responsible; deliver and collect their child punctually from training and matches.  Make sure they have their uniform, coats and hockey shoes, are adequately attired for the weather conditions, are wearing the correct protective equipment and that they have had something to eat and drink.  Let the coach know if their child will be missing a match or practice.

· Detail any health concerns pertaining to their child on the membership application form.  The relevant coach should be informed of any changes in the state of the child’s health before training or matches.
· Encourage their child to play by the rules and teach them that they can only do their best i.e. focus on effort rather than outcome.
· Behave responsibly on the sidelines.
· Be realistic and not have unrealistic expectations.
· Accept the judgement of coaches and umpires.  Never question the officials' judgment or honesty in public.
· Do their very best to make hockey fun for their child.

· Encourage good sportsmanship by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, and officials at every game, practice or other hockey events, in order to encourage a positive and enjoyable experience for all.

· Place the emotional and physical wellbeing of their child ahead of their own personal desire to win.

· Ask their child to treat other players, coaches, supporters, and officials with respect regardless of race, sex, creed or ability.

· Motivate through confidence by identifying positive aspects from every match and practice.  Making mistakes is part of the learning process so don’t criticize and try to avoid too much post-match analysis.

· Encourage their child to play by the rules and to resolve conflicts without resorting to hostility or violence.

· Teach their child that doing one's best is as important as winning, so that their child will never feel defeated by the outcome of a match or event.

· Make their child feel like a winner every time by offering praise for competing fairly and trying hard.

· Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from children's sporting activities.

· Respect and show appreciation for the managers/coaches who give their time to provide sport activities for their child.

Parents/Guardians have the right to:

· Know their child is safe.
· Be informed of problems or concerns relating to their children.
· Be informed if their child is injured.
· Complain if they have concerns.
· Be informed of training and match programmes and be satisfied with the general environment that is created for their child.
· Approach any of the coaches with questions or concerns they may have.
· Be informed in advance and have their consent sought in relation to matters regarding away trips, camps or specially organised activities.
· Require that their child’s coach be trained in the responsibilities of being a hockey coach and that the coach upholds the Coaches’ Code of Conduct.

Parents/Guardians should not:

· Ignore or dismiss complaints expressed by a child which relate to his/her involvement in hockey.
· Ridicule or yell at their child or any child for making a mistake or losing a game or competition.
· Put undue pressure on their child to please or perform well.
· Take safety for granted.
· Treat the club as a child-minding service.
· Force their child to participate in sports.

Parents/Guardians should remember:

· That the game is for youth – not adults.
· To focus on fun and participation rather than winning and losing.

· That their child plays sport for his or her enjoyment, not for their parents.

· That children learn best by example.  Parents should applaud good plays/performances by both their child's team and their opponents.

· That child athletes are not miniature professionals and cannot be judged by professional standards.[image: image1][image: image2]
